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Moderator -William C. MacAdam.
Town Clerk -Herman C. Miller.
Selectmen—Charles W. Abbott, Frederick H, Thompson,
George E. Kunhardt, Jr.
Treasurer—Herman C. Miller.
Tax Collector—Rodney G. Mills.
Board of Education—C. Gladys St. John, Arnold B. Bailey,
Shirley L. Jones.
Auditors—Division of Municipal Auditing, State Tax Com-
mission.
Supervisors—Rodney G. Mills, William A. Lord, R. Franklin
Mace.
Road Agent—Clayton F. Foote.
Overseer of Poor- -Paul T. Bradbury.
Trustees of Trust Funds- Paul T. Bradbury, Rodney G. Mills
Elizabeth P. Wiederhold.
Library Trustees—Arnold B. Bailey, Henry B. Hill, Elizabeth
S. Thompson.
Cemetery Commissioners—Rodney G. Mills, Walter A. Creigh-
ton, William A. Lord.
Fire Wards—Norman J. Stewart, Paul T. Bradbury, Victor
White, R. Franklin Mace, Walter A. Creighton.
Election Officers—C. Gladys St. John, Shirlev L. Jones, Gladys
C. Vadney, Orloff W. "Miller.
Board of Adjustment William A. Lord, Francis Abbott, Paul
T. Bradbury.
Chief of Police—Walter A. Creighton.
Special Police -Norman J. Stewart, Royal S. Cleaves.
Fence Viewers—Frederick H. Thompson, Norton R. Brown,
Norman J. Stewart.
Civil Defense Director Paul T. Bradburv.
TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestown in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said Frances-
town on Tuesday, the 12th day of March, next at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the budget as sub-
mitted by the Selectmen, or make any alterations in the same
and raise and appropriate a sufficient sum of money to finance
the same as finally adopted.
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of two hundred ($200.00) dollars, to be placed in the capital
reserve fund for future fire tiuck replacement, or take any action
relating thereto.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars, to be
placed in the capital reserve fund for Town buildings, or take
any action relating thereto.
5. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to
reserve from all available Summer Highway Funds, not less
than one thousand five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars for road
maintenance after September 1, inasmuch as they are respon-
sible for the expenditure of money and the discharge of duties
of the Highway Agent under the Rev. Laws of the State of New
Hampshire, Chap. 96, Sec. 9.
6. To see if the Town will vote to replace the Zoning Ordi-
nance as passed and amended by the Town to the year 1956,
with the Ordinance as recommended by the Town Advisory
Committee, or take any action relating thereto.
7. To see if the Town will vote to accept ownership of Fire
and related Equipment now in possession of the Volunteer Fire
Company, or take any action relating thereto.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of two hundred fifty ($250.00) dollars to re-shingle the
roof of the Town Library, or take any action relating thereto.
9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Moderator
to appoint a Committee of thi-ee (3) to make a study of the type
of building needed to house the Fire Trucks and Town Equip-
ment; to raise and appropriate the sum of five hundred ($500.)
dollars to cover the costs of estimates and preliminary building
plans to be submitted with a complete report at the next Town
Meeting, or take any action relating thereto.
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars to be placed in a capital
reserve fund for the purpose of establishing a new cemetery, or
take any action relating thereto.
11. To see if the Town will vote to accept from the Alison
Bixby Hill Estate the property adjoining the Town Library, or
take any action relating thereto.
12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses in
anticipation of taxes, or take any action relating thereto.
13. To see if the Town will vote to have the State of New
Hampshire Municipal Auditing Division audit the Town books,
or take any action relating thereto.
14. To hear the I'eports of Ag3nts, Auditors, and Committees
heretofore chosen and take action on same.
15. To transact any other business that may legally come
b afore said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 15th day of February,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and frfty-seven.
Charles W. Abbott
Frederick H. Thompson
George E. Kunhardt, Jr.
Selectmen of Francestown
A true copy of Wan-ant—Attest:
Charles W. Abbott
Frederick H. Thompson
George E. Kunhardt, Jr.
Selectmen of Francestown
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year January 1,
1957 to December 31, 1957. Compared with Estimated and Actual Reve-
nue, Appropriations and Expenditures of the Previous Year January 1,





Purposes of Expenditures Previous Expenditures Expenditures
Year Previous Year Ensuing
1956 1956 Year 1957
Interest :
On Temporary Loans 150 00 176 67 175 00
On Long Term Notes & Bonds 150 00 125 76 125 00
Indebtedness:
Payment on Principal of Debt :
(b) Long Term Notes 1,830 00 1,830 00 2,330 00
('c)IPayment to Capital Reserve
Funds 1,700 00 1,700 00
Payments to Other Gov. Divs.
:
County Taxes 4,770 96 4,770 96 4,770 96
School Taxes 28,917 66 23,476 52 26,176 97
Total Expenditures $58,967 52 $57,108 64 $59,170 32
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION OF THE
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH
COUNTY FOR THE TAX YEAR 1956
Description of Property
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1956 OF THE TOWN OF




Election and Registration Expenses


















Advertising & Regional As.





Total Town and School Appropriations
Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits
Interest and Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Revenue from Yield Tax Sources
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses and Permits
Rent of Town Property & Equipment
Int. on Taxes and Income from Trust
Funds
Total Revenues and Credits
Plus Overlay
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation
Less: Number 208 of Poll Taxes at $2.00
Amount to be raised by property taxes
Taxes to be comniitted to Collector:
Property Taxes
Poll Taxes at $2.00
Total Taxes to be Committed












This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is correct to the best of our
knowledge and belief.
Date January 11, 1957.
Charles W. Abbott
Frederick H. Thompson
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF
FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1956
Assets
Cash in hands of treasurer $12,977 56
In hands of Tax Collector 128 31
$13,105 87
Capital Reserve Funds 3,464 11
Accounts Due to the Town
:










State Head Taxes—Levy of 1956
State Head Taxes -Previous Years
Total Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Forest Fires
Special Yield Taxes Uncollected
Special Yield Taxes Collected—Not
Remitted
Reserve a c Future Yield Tax Loss
Due to State:
State Head Taxes, 1956
Uncollected $290 00
Collected, not remitted to
State Treas. 24 50
314 50
Due to School Districts:
Balance of Appropriation 15,917 66
$815
Capital Reserve Funds 3,464 11
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
Painting Old Meeting House $1,500 00
Grader Note 1,330 00
Painting Town Hall 1,000 00
3,830 00
Total Liabilities $24,297 91
Surplus 105 83
Grand Total $24,403 74
EXHIBIT A-2
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1956
Surplus—Dec. 31, 1955 $1,632 90
Surplus—Dec. 31, 1956 105 83
Decrease in Surplus $1,527 07
Analysis of Change
Decreases:
Long Term Notes Issued $1,000 00
Net Budget Deficit 2,311 74
Tax Liens Transferred to
Tax Deeds 45 33
$3,357 07
Increase:
Long Term Notes Paid 1,830 00




Property Taxes, Current Year, 1956 $42,698 98
Poll Taxes, Current Year, 1956 308 00
Yield Taxes, 1956 1,126 40
State Head Taxes at $5, 1956 975 00
Total Current Year's Taxes
collected and remitted $45,108 38
Property Taxes & Yield Taxes,
Previous Years 4,400 49
Poll Taxes, Previous Years 96 00
15
State Head Taxes at $5, Previous years 285 00
Interest received on Taxes 156 39
Penalties on State Head Taxes 33 00
Tax sales redeemed 220 80
From State:
(b) For Class V Highway maintenance $1,612 69^
Interest and dividends tax 6,752 49
Reimbursement a c exemption of
growing wood & timber 855 61
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog licenses 251 80
Business licenses, permits & filing fees 20 00
Rent of town property 60 00
Income from departments 38 64
Reg. of motor vehicles, 1956, peiTnits 2,535 12
Total Current Revenue Receipts $62,426 41
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year $12,000 00
Long term notes during year 1,000 00
Refunds 49 54
Gifts 424 84
New Trust Funds received during year 300 00
Sale of town property 401 83
Total Receipts other than Current Revenue $14,176 21
Total Receipts from All Sources $76,602 62
Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1956 $10,153 17




Town officers' salaries $1,689 77
Town officers' expenses 1,206 30
Election & registration expenses 184 63
Expenses town hall & other town bldgs. 1,252 56
Police department 214 51
Fire dept., including forest fires 1,177 00
Insurance 1,317 46
Civil Defense 674 84
16
Health:
Payments to Other Gov. Divs.
:
State Head Taxes paid State Treas.
1956 Taxes $860 00
Prior Years 336 00
$1,196 00
Taxes paid to County 4,770 96
Payments to School Districts
1955 Tax $11,566 18
1956 Tax 11,910 34
$23,476 52
Total Payments to Other Gov. Divs $29,443 48
Total Payments for all Purposes $73,778 23
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1956 12,977 56
Grand Total $86,755 79
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description
Town Hall, lands and buildings
Furniture and equipment
Libraries, lands and buildings
Furniture and equipment
Fire Dept., lands and buildings
Equipment
Highway Dept., lands and buildings





REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
1956
Auto permits: 329 issued
Dog licenses: 17 females
2 kennel
72 males and spayed
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
Summary of Warrant—Levy of 1956
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1956
Property Poll Yield
Dr. Taxes Taxes Taxes Interest
Taxes Committed to Collector $48,053 76 $416 00 $1,153 36
Added Taxes During Year 2 00 1 92
Interest Collected During Year $2 11
Total Debits $48,053 76 $418 00 $1,155 28 $2 11
Cr.
Remittances to Treasurer $42,698 98 $308 00 $1,126 40 $2 11
Abatements Allowed 92 00
Uncollected Taxes, Dec. 31, 1956 5,228 20 104 00 28 88
$48,019 18 $412 00 $1,155 28 $2 11
Cash on hand, Dec. 31, 1956 34 58 6 00




Summary of Warrants—Levies of Prior Years
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1956
Levies of:
Dr. 1955 1954 1953 1952 1951 1950
Uncollected Taxes,
Dec. 31, 1955:
Property Taxes $4,437 12 $166 14 $48 95 $4 14 $10 00 $23 40
Poll Taxes 86 00 18 00 10 00 8 00
Yield Taxes 7 96 31 00 175 00 66 00
Added Poll Taxes
During Year 2 00
Int. Col. During Year 145 41 3 72 16
Total Debits $4,678 49 $218 86 $233 95 $78 14 $10 16 $23 40
Cr.
Remittances to Treasurer:
A/c Property Taxes $4,321 49 $32 04 $8 00
A/c Poll Taxes 80 00 $8 00 6 00 $2 00
A/c Yield Taxes 7 96 31 00





Statement of Tax Sales
Levy of 1955
F. F. Foote & Sons, Tax cost Int.
Daniel Webster Tax Cost Int.
Catherine F. Hickey, Tax Cost Int.
Sara Foote Estate, Tax Cost Int.
Gafold R. Rhodes, Tax Cost Int.
Alen H. Forbes, Tax Cost Int.
Frank Putnam Estate, Tax Cost Int.
Charles F. Chipman, Tax Cost Int.
Annis A. Vautier, Tax Cost Int.
Total $719 92
$407 23
FINANCIAL REPORT OF TREASURER
For the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1956
Balance in Treasury Jan. 1, 1956
Rodney G. Mills, Tax Collector:




1952 Head tax & penalties
1953 Poll tax
1953 Head tax & penalties
1953 Property tax
1953 Tax sales redeemed
1954 Poll tax
1954 Head tax & penalties
1954 Interest
1954 Yield taxes
1954 Tax sales redeemed
1954 Interest and cost after sale
1955 Poll tax




1955 Tax sales redeemed
1956 Poll tax









Annie Bryant, Carl Abbott & Charles
Bryant Lot $300 00
Timber Tax (Security)
:
J. C. Wescom $30 00
State Treasurer:
Interest & dividend tax $6,752 49
Reimbursement a/c Timber tax 855 61
Class V Highways 1,612 69
Head tax refund 5 00
Unclassified
:
Arnold Bailey, Cemetery Lot
Herman C. Miller, Cemetery Lot




George E. Kunhardt, Calcium
E. Linwood Davis, Calcium





Selectmen, Refund on Legal Fees
William MacAdam, for Johnson land
Grace R. Smith, sale of land
Francestown Imp. So., for Fire Truck
Radios
Francestown Fire Dept., for Fire
Truck Radios
Harry Wessell, Sale of Culvert
R. G. Mills, refund overpayment




Classified Summary of Receipts and Expenditures




Property Taxes $42,698 98
Poll Taxes 308 00
Yield Taxes 1,126 40
Head Taxes 975 00
$45,108 38
Prior Years:
Property Taxes $4,361 53
Poll Taxes 96 00
Yield Taxes 38 96
Head Taxes 285 00
$4,781 49
Interest on Taxes 156 39
Head Tax Penalties 33 00
Tax Sales Redeemed 220 80
From State of New Hampshire:
Interest & Dividends Tax $6,752 49
Reimbrusement a/c Growing Wood &
Timber, 1955 855 61
Class V Highways 1,612 69
Head Tax Refund 5 00
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses $251 80
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 2,535 12
Business Licenses, Permits & Filing Fees 20 00
Rent of Town Property 60 00
Sale of Salt 38 64
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue:
Temporary Loans $12,000 00
Long Term Notes 1,000 00
Yield Tax Deposit 30 00
Gift for Fire Truck Radios 424 84





Sale of Town Property 401 83
Refunds 14 54
$14,171 21
Total Receipts $76,602 62












Advertising & Regional Association $100 00
Taxes Bought by Town 819 92
Yield Tax Deposit 30 00
Interest
:
On Temporary Loans $176 67
On Long Term Notes 125 76
Indebtedness:
Temporary Loans $12,000 00
Long Term Notes 1,830 00
Payments to Capital Reserve Funds 1,700 00
Payments to Trustees of Trust Funds
(New Funds) 300 00
$949 92
$302 43
Payments to Other Gov. Divs.
:
State Head Taxes:
1955 Levy $336 00
1956 Levy 860 00
$15,830 00
$1,196 00
County Taxes 4,770 96
School Districts:
1954-55 Appropriation $11,566 18
1955-56 Appropriation 11,910 34
$23,476 52
$29,443 48
Total Payments for All Purposes $73,778 23
Balance, Dec. 31, 1956 12,977 56
Grand Total $86,755 79
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
1. Town Officers' Salaries:
Charles W. Abbott, selectman
Frederick H. Thompson, selectman
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., selectman
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., auditor
Herman C. Miller, town clerk &
treasurer
Herman C. Miller, auto permits
Rodney G. Mills, collector
Paul T. Bradbury, overseer of poor
Leon E. Hoyt, auditor
$270 00
3. Election and Registration:
W. C. MacAdam, moderator
Shirley Jones, ballot clerk
Norman R. Brown, ballot clerk
Charles Bowman, ballot clerk
C. Gladys St. John, ballot clerk
Orloff W. Miller, ballot clerk
Gladys Vadney, ballot clerk
William A. Lord, supervisor
R. Franklin Mace, supervisor
Rodney G. Mills, supervisor



























Public Service Co., electricity for hall
Clifford Lougee, repairs to lock
William Cuddihee, checking wiring
Edgar Morin, mowing common, etc.
State of N. H., inspection of scales
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., trucking
Walter Foote, cleaning
Gladys Vadney, cleaning
F. H. Colburn Co., supplies
0. P. Harwood, plumbing
Rodney G. Mills, town clock
C. L. Haskell, fire-proof curtains
5. Town Hall Special Account:
Otis Higgins, cleaning
Fred Bartholemew, painting
R. F. Mulhall, patching plaster
6. Police:
Walter Creighton, police duty
Royal S. Cleaves, police duty
Norman Stewart, police duty
Victor White, police duty
Gorham Fire Equipment Co., poli
Floyd's of Manchester, uniform
7. Fire Department, Including Forest Fires:
Paul T. Bradbury, Treasurer
8. Insurance:
Employers' Group Ins. Corp., liability




























State of N. H., 2-way radio net
10. Vital Statistics:








12. Highways and Bridges:
Town Road Aid, State of N. H.
Summer Maintenance, Clayton Foote,
payrolls
Winter Snow removal, Clayton Foote,
pa3a'oll5
Class V Highway Aid, Clayton Foote,
payrolls
13. Street Lighting:
Public Service Co. of N. H.
14. General Expenses of Highwa}^ Department:
Rice's Inc., tires for grader $142 75
Donel Supply Co., highway signs 45 55
Sidney Livingstone, bridge planking 213 10
R. C. Hazelton Co., Inc., culverts 204 48
19. Cemeteries:
Otis Higgins, mowing, cleaning
Edgar Morin, mowing, cleaning
Charles Bowman, mowing, cleaning
Rodney Mills, mowing, cleaning
George E. Kimhardt, tracking
Public Service Co., electricity
20. Regional Associations:
Monadnock Regional Association
21. Taxes Bought By Town:
Rodney G. Mills, Collector
22. Refunds a c Yield Tax Security










Trustees of Trust Funds, Building &
truck fund
Trustees of Trust Funds, New Funds
25. Other Governmental Divisions:
State of N. H., Head taxes





























Hume Pipe Co., culverts
Loretta Cole, gravel
Carl Abbott, gi'avel
Nutting & Abbott, gravel
I. H. Vadney, gas
Merrimack Farmers' Exchange
Casstlini Venable Corp., repairs
Daniel's Garage, fuel
Ray Road Equipment, supplies
Trimont Bituminous Prod. Co., tar














B. H. Dodge, supplies
I. H. Vadney, spikes
Town of Lyndeboro, use of grader
Robert Smith
Joe Thompson























The Fire Wards hereby submit their financial and physical
report for 1956 together with the estimated budget for 1957.
As in 1955 by the practice of rigid economy we were once
again able to close the year with an unexpended balance.
Additional hose was purchased over the amount carried by the
special hose appropriation so that no special appropriation for
that purpose will be needed this year.
The "Red Phone" system was installed during the Spring
and has proved to be very satisfactory, also the Two Way Radio
was installed last summer. Each of the "Tankers" carries a
mobile unit and there is a base unit in the Fire Station. While
we have had very little need of its use, the few times it has been
operated has proved that the choice was a wise one.
A street siren was mounted on the utility pole opposite
Walter Creighton's residence and the "dead spot" has been
eliminated, resulting in more men at fires.
In 1955 the fire loss in structures was $75.00 and in 1956
there was no loss. After giving due credit to Luck-Efficiency
of the men and apparatus, we feel that the care exercised by the
inhabitants in not giving fire "A Place to Start" was a major
contributing factor to this amazing record.
The Volunteer Fire Company has made generous use of their
funds toward the needs of the Department and contributed to
the purchase of the radios and other material.
The budget for 1957 shows some minor changes in one or two
items but is quite similar to 1956-less the expended 1956 bal-

























BUDGET OF FIRE DEPARTMENT, 195r
Red Phones









2 2}/2 inch Nozzles
1—23^2 inch Fog Nozzle
7—Double Adapters
4—Oxygen Tanks
20 Lbs. Dry Chemical
Recharge Kits
4 Soda & Acid Recharge Kits
2—CO2 Cartridges
5—Foam Type Recharge Kits
















2 Sets Tire Chains
75' Garden Hose
2 Spare Dry Cell Batteries




1 Blend Air Heating System
1 Water Bag
2—5 Gal. Gasoline Cans
9—Buckets
4 Brooms
1 pr. Rubber Boots
4 Hazel Hoes
1 Gasoline Torch









ANNUAL REPORT OF THE VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT
SOCIETY
On July seventh the Francestown Village Improvement
Society invited the citizens of Francestown and representatives
from neighboring Historical Societies to an open House in our
newly decorated Historical Rooms in the Bixby Memorial
Library and to tea in The Old Meeting House.
Mrs. Arnold Bailey and her committee were responsible for
the decorating of the rooms and for the interesting arrangement
of antiques pertaining to the early history of Francestown. The
hostesses for the day were dressed in colonial costumes while
children and other adults in costume rode in old carriages and
on bicycles to add to the historic atmosphere. Many of the
visitors and hostesses were members of the early families of
Francestown.
The proceeds from the Labor Day celebration were used for
the maintenance of Veterans' Field, to spray the elm and maple
trees on town property, to provide a lighted Christmas tree for
the common, to help finance the Community Christmas party,
to provide extra funds for the library, to maintain the float on
Scobie Pond and for the upkeep of the Historical Rooms.
The society won a prize from the New Hampshire Roadside
Improvement Association for the grading and planting in front
of the Town Hall.
Through the year we strove as always to stimulate interest in
the care and beautification of our Village, conscious of our rich




GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Budget—Town Account
$243 67
Antiques, Horn Book, Audubon Magazine, McCall's, Natural
History, Children's Activities, Wee Wisdom, N. H. Profiles.
Gift subscription: Our Dumb Animals, from Mrs. Packer.
Other books and magazines have been given by the following
persons: Mrs. Catherine Park, Mrs. Harold Case, Mrs. Lucy
Holt Andolina, Richard and Genevieve Millar, the Rand Estate,
Miss Ruth Shattuck, Miss Bernice Woodcock, Mrs. Edward
StefRan, Mrs. Bradshaw Langmaid, Prof. E. B. Hill, Alfred
Gray, Mrs. Royal Cleaves and Brad, Nancy Bowman, Mrs.
David Howell, Stephanie Creighton, Norman Stewart, W. A.
Lord, Oscar Starrett, Mrs. Susan Wason, and Debby Stewart.
From the State Library we borrowed 228 books, and from
the Bookmobile 353. Several boxes of books are being ex-
changed with the Greenfield Library.
We had our usual gift of $20 for reference books from an
anonymous summer resident. Another book for this collection
was bought with a gift from Mrs. Robert Williams combined
with a similar gift from a New Jersey visitor, Mrs. Herbert
Philpott (a descendant of one of the earliest Downes families.)
Mrs. Case and Mrs. Howell each gave $15 for books, and a
Christmas gift of $5 came from Mr. and Mrs. Francis Park of
Cambridge. Donn Purvis (a former researcher in the Library
of Congress) and his wife, now of Penacook, also helped Santa
Claus by subscribing to United Nations Review for us. The
Improvement Societ}^ augmented the Doll Fund (which con-
sists of the money from the sale of the doll, provided by Prof.
Hill and family on Carnival Day) to $75; and as usual the
society has paid the Public Service bill throughout the year.
We are indebted also to the Improvement Society for com-
pleting the restoration of the Historical Rooms which are in
charge of Mrs. Arnold Bailey. The i ooms are not only beautiful
but have inspired many local persons to add to the historical
exhibits. Norman Muzzey has delighted all visitors by his
successful lighting of the doll house, with no charge for the
service.
The Rand families, in addition to many fine books, gave us
also a much-needed bookcase. A framed copy of a famous
painting by Renoir was given by Miss Alice Hall for the Chil-
dren's Room. Mrs. James Matthews gave some of the books
that were once owned by Mary Willard, the town's first librari-
an. The inside and outside keys of tha old library building, now
Masonic Hall, were given by Leon Hoyt. The Millar family
gave many books and articles for the Historical Rooms, these
things being of special interest to descendants of Pacific Clark.
Mrs. Philip Place brought memorials of her late husband, relat-
ing especially to World War I. Our historical collections, if not
complete are at least a continuous record of the town's history,
from the simplest handmade contraptions through our latest
war.
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Craft meetings have been held in the Mary Willard Room;
and on July 7 the entire building held Open House as a part of
the observance of Historical Day, in charge of the Historical
Society (a branch of the Improvement Society), with Mrs.
Granville Evans and Mrs. Bailey and a large corps of assistants
planning the events. More than 150 visitors signed the register
that da}^ Between April and December, more than 160 other
guests were registered.
In February the Librarian attended the Conference on World
Affairs at Durham, taking part in a panel discussion concerning
the part that libraries can play in world affairs. Our own li-
brary has continuously tried to encourage an interest in all
parts of the world, not only through exhibits and books, but by
inviting here natives of other countries, consequently our work
here is known literally, in spots at least, throughout the world,
but we need even more to understand the conditions and per-
sonalities of other kinds of people. We are living in the most
important and the most exciting period of the world's history,
and we are in a better position than we have ever been before
to make the future what we want it to be.
At the Neighborhood Library meetings in New Ipswich in
May many problems were discussed and we all benefited by the
new books reviewed. Some of us are also trying to find time to
exchange some of our less-than-new books. Visits have been
exchanged with librarians in Antrim, Mason, Greenfield, Goffs-
town, and Henniker whereby we built up one another's courage
and received inspriation. We feel that our communities are
waking up to their intellectual and cultural needs.
As a delegate to the Governor's Conference on Aging at
Concord in November this Librarian again found much en-
thusiasm for what our own community can do. For years v/e
have delivered books to shut-ins, some of whom are doing very
important reading, in spite of "years." But what kind of old
age people have depends largely on what kind of childhood they
have so that our basic services through church, school, and
library should be vastly expanded.
The Everbrook Audubon Club, presided over by Gene Clark,
provided an unusual and very interesting exhibit of wood pro-
ducts, and Mrs. Alfred Bridgens of Arlington displayed some of
the beautiful pieces of ceramics which she had made. The
Black family shared with us many of their European treasures
of dolls, puppets, carvings, etc. William Childs, teacher of art
in the Milford and Amherst schools, has lent us some fascinat-
ing paintings, murals and three-dimensional pieces, including
dinosaurs and a giraffe, made by the children in his classes.
A request for information last winter revealed the fact that
we had in town a very rare visitor, discovered by Evelyn Vadney
and later raised bj^ Debb}^ Stewart until his untimely end—
a
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Brown Thrasher. This is the first known record for this bird in
this state during winter months.
School Superintendent Newell J. Paire joined the children at
the library one afternoon to take pictures of a library "in
action"; only a moving picture camera would be successful.
This event was especially in the interest of the course in chil-
dren's literature which Miss Hazel Clement was taking and for
which the library contributed a good deal of special material.
This year Margaret Varnum is the very efficient paid assistant










I hereby submit my annual report for the year 1956 of The
Town History Committee:
Balance on hand, checking acct. 1/1/56 $22 99
Income during year none
Expenditures during year:
Bank Service charge $1 00
Balance on hand 1/1 ^57 21 99
$22 99
Savings Acct., Manchester Savings Bank:
Book No. 58758:
Balance on hand 1/1/56 $215 46
Interest rec'd during year 6 77
$222 23
Paul T. Bradbury, Treas.
Town History Committee
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire






Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and
audit of the accounts of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1956, which was made by this Division
in accordance with the vote of the Town. Exhibits as hereafter
listed are included as part of the leport.
SCOPE OF AUDIT
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts and
records of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax Collector,
Town Clerk, Library Treasurer, Fire Department and Trustees
of Trust Funds.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Comparative Balance Sheets—Dec. 31, 1955-Dec. 31, 1956:
(Exhibit A-1)
Comparative Balance Sheets as of Dec. 31, 1955 and Dec. 31,
1956, are presented in Exhibit A-1. As indicated therein, the
Surplus decreased by $1,527.07 during 1956.
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition: (Exhibit A-2)*
An analysis of the change in financial condition of the Town
during the year is made in Exhibit A-2, with the factors which
caused the change indicated therein. These were as follows
:
Decreases in Surplus:
Long Term Notes Issued $1,000 00
Net Budget Deficit 2,311 74
Tax Liens Transferred to Tax Deeds 45 33
$3,357 07
Increase in Surplus:
Long Term Notes Paid $1,830 00
Net Decrease $1,527 07
*See Page 15
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Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Ex-
penditures-Estimated and Actual Revenues :
(Exhibits A-3* & A-4)
Comparative statements of appropiiations and expenditures,
estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended Decem-
ber 31, 1956, are presented in Exhibits A-3 and A-4. As indi-
cated by the budget summary (Exhibit A-4), a net overdraft of
appropriations of $2,666.35, less a revenue surplus of $354.61,
resulted in a net budget deficit of $2,311.74. (*See Pages 12, 13)
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures : (Exhibit B-1)*
A summary of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year
ended December 31, 1956, made up in accordance with the
uniform classification of accounts, is included in Exhibit B-1.
Proof of the Treasurer's balance as of December 31, 1956,
is indicated in Exhibit B-2. (*See Page 25)
AUDIT PROCEDURE
The accounts and records of all town officials charged with the
custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds were ex-
amined and audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks were
compared with supporting invoices and payrolls as well as
entries in the books of record. Receipts were checked by source
in so far as possible and totals of receipts and expenditures veri-
fied. Book balances were verified by comparison with recon-
ciled bank balances made from statements obtained from
depository banks. Verification of uncollected taxes was made
by mailing notices to delinquent taxpayers as indicated by the
Collector's records.
Conclusion:
The provisions of Chapter 184 of the Laws of 1955, require
that the summary of findings and recommendations (letter of
transmittal) of this report shall be published in the next annual
report of the Town.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of Frances-




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
NORVAL D. Lessels, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant
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CERTIFICATE OF AUDIT
This is to certify that we have examined and audited the
accounts and records of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1956. In our opinion, the Exhibits
included herewith reflect the true financial condition of the
Town on December 31, 1956, together with the results of opera-
tions for the fiscal year ended on that date.
Respectfully submitted,
Harold G. Fowler, Director
Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
NoRVAL D. Lessels, Auditor





Moderator: Mr. Harold Varnum March 1957
Clerk: Dr. Louis Wiederhold March 1957
Treasurer: Dr. Louis Wiederhold June 1957
Auditor: Mrs. Eleanor Cutter March 1957
School Board Members
Mr. Arnold Bailey March 1957
Mrs. Shirley Jones March 1958
Mrs. C. Gladys St. John, Chairman March 1959
Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Newell J. Paire
Teaching Staff
Mr. Neil Howard, Principal, Grades 5, 6, 7, 8
Miss Hazel Clement, Grades 1, 2, 3, 4
Mrs. Martha Colburn, Assistant Grades 1, 2, 3, 4
Miss Ethelyn G. Edwards, Music Supervisor
School Nurse
Miss Sybil M. Beatham, R. N.
Truant Officer and Custodian
Mrs. C. Gladys St. John
School Calendar
1956-57:
School opens Jan. 7, 1957, Closes Feb. 15
School opens Feb. 25, Closes April 19
School opens April 29, Closes June 14
1957-58:
School opens Sept. 4, 1957, Closes Nov. 27
School opens Dec. 2, Closes Dec. 20
School opens Jan. 6, 1958, Closes Feb. 21
School opens March 3, Closes April 25
School opens May 5, Closes June 13
Holiday: May 30—Memorial Day
Teachers' Convention, Oct. 17 and 18 (subject to change)
Total Number of School Days 180
Total Number of School Weeks 37
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Francestown qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the 8th day of March 1957, at eight o'clock in the
afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School Board
and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other offi-
cers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and ap-
propriate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school
district officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory
obligations of the district, and to authorize the application
against said appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be
received from the state foundation aid fund together with other
income; the school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
9. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $3,750 for the purpose of establishing and equipping an
additional room in the basement of the public school or take
any action relating thereto.
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10. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $3,750 for the purpose of establishing and equipping an
additional room in the basement of the public school and to
authorize the School Board to issue serial notes in the name of
and on the credit of the district, for said sum in accordance with
the provisions of Chap. 33, of the N. H. Revised Statutes An-
notated, 1955 and any revisions and amendments relating
thereto, subject to an}' state or federal grants available now or
in the future and applicable to this Article; the School Board to
issue or negotiate such notes, and to determine the rate of
interest therein and the time and place of payment thereof, as
shall be in the best interests of the Francestov/n School Dis-
trict, provided however that such notes or bonds shall be issued
for a period not exceeding five years, or take any action relating
thereto.
11. To see if the district will raise and appropriate the sum of
$115 for the purpose of paying off the first year's interest or
take any action relating thereto.
12. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate an
additional $2,100 for the purpose of paying the salary and the
district's share of the teacher retirement of a full time teacher
or take any action relating thereto.
13. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $265 for the purpose of pajing for the additional operat-
ing and maintenance costs of the additional room or take any
action relating thereto.
14. To see if the District will vote to use a check list at all
future annual and special school district meetings, according
to the provisions of Chapter 197, Section 12 of the New Hamp-
shire Revised Laws annotated and any revisions or amendments
pertaining thereto, or take any action relating thereto.




C. Gladys St. John
School Board
A true copy of Warrant—Attest:
Arnold B, Bailey
Shirley L Jones
C. Gladys St. John
School Board
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1956
Administration:
1. Salaries of District Officers $140 00
2. Supt.'s Salary (local share) 503 72
3. Tax for State Wide Supervision 180 00
4. Salaries of Other Adm. Personnel 215 84
5. Supplies and Expenses 216 30
Instruction:
6. Teachers' Salaries 6,897 62
7. Books and Other Instr. Aids 184 52
8. Scholars' Supplies 401 10
10. Supplies and Other Expenses 27 81
Operation of School Plant:
11. Salary of Custodian 513 48
12. Fuel 442 24
13. Water, Light, Supplies and Expenses 307 62
Maintenance of School Plant:
14. R ^pairs and Replacements 318 17
Auxiliary Activities:
15. Health Supervision 312 67
16. Transportation 2,568 00
17. Tuition 8,687 96
18. Other Special Activities 80
18a. School Lunch 419 51
Fixed Charges:
19. R-tir-ment 479 87
20. Insurance, Treas. Bond & Expenses 222 09
Total Net Current Expenses $23,039 32
Capital Outlay:
23. New Equipment $164 23
Debt and Interest:
25. Payment on Principal $500 00
26. Payment of Interest 61 25 561 25
Total Net Payments for all Purposes $23,764 80
Cash on hand at end of year June 30, 1956 579 32
Grand Total Net Payments $24,344 12
*Tn and Out" Items Expended 331 80











Cash on hand at beginning of year
July 1, 1955
Grand Total Net Receipts
Total "In and Out" Items, received


















Cash on hand June 30, 1956
Net Debt Over Liabilities
Grand Total
Liabilities:
Accounts Owed by District:
Brewster Academy-Tuition
Notes & Bonds outstanding
Grand Total
Status of School Notes and Bonds:
Notes and Bonds Outstanding at Beginning of Year $2,000 00





C. Glayds St. John
School Board
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS
Administration :
1. Salaries of District Officers:
8. Scholars' Supplies:
Charles Scribner & Sons
D. C. Heath & Co.
Allyn and Bacon
Row, Peterson and Co.




Houghton and Mifflin Co.
Laidlaw Bros.
Chas. E. Merrill, Books
Mainco Trading Co.
J. L. Plammett Co.
Gledhill Bros.
Silver Burdett Co.
Scott, Foresman and Co.
Milton Bradley Co.
Henrj^ S. Wolkins Co.
J. E. Davidson
Pioneer Office Appliance Co.




William L. Nutting, Inc.
10. Supplies and Other Expenses:
Gledhill Bros., Inc.
Neil Howard ^
J. L. Hammett Co.






Francestown Elec. & Water Co.
Richard Miller
I. H. Vadney







Maintenance of School Plant:
Treasurer, State of N. H. 5 58
N. H. Dept. of Public Welfare 1 30
N. H. School Board Association 10 00
Capital Outlay:
23. New Equipment:
Beckley-Cardy Co. $53 16
H. D. Burrage and Co. 42 67
Seamans Supply Co. 8 90




25. Payments on Principal:
Souhegan National Bank * $500 00
26. Payments of Interest:
Souhegan National Bank $61 25
In and Out Items:
27. To be Refunded:
N. H.-Vt. Hospitalization Service $117 00
B. N. Lufkin 150 00
J. J. Moreau & Son, Inc. 8 10
Director of Internal Revenue 56 70
$331 80




C. Gladys St. John
School Board
REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1955 to June 30, 1956
Cash on Hand July 1, 1955 $747 67
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation $22,476 52
Received from State Treasurer:
Federal Funds 419 51
Received from Tuitions 700 00
Received from all other sources 332 22
Total Receipts $23,928 25
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year $24,675 92
Less School Board Orders Paid 24,096 60
Balance on hand June 30, 1956 $579 38
Elizabeth H. Jones
June 30, 1956 District Treasurer
AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that I have examined the books, vouchers,
bank statements and other financial records of the treasurer of
the school district of Francestown, of which the above is a true
summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1956 and find them
connect in all respects.
Eleanor G. Cutter
July 1, 1956 Auditor
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SCHEDULE OF INDEBTEDNESS
Notes and Bonds Outstanding as of June 30, 1956 $1,500 00
Principal & Interest due Sept. 1956 $526 25
Interest due March 1957 17 50
Principal and Interest due Sept. 1957 517 50
Interest due March 1958 8 75
Principal & Interest due Sept. 1958 508 75
REPORT OF SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
The summary below covers the receipts, expenditures, and
balances of the School Lunch Program at Francestown for the
fiscal year 1955-56:
Cash on Hand July 1, 1955 $97 97
Receipts:
Lunch Sales, Children $1,621 32
Lunch Sales, Adults 80 87
$1,702 19
Receipt of Reimbursements 334 23
Miscellaneous Cash Contributions 124 64
Total Receipts $2,161 06




All Other 42 82
Total Expenditures $2,203 32
Actual Cash Balance as of June 30, 1956 $55 71
I hereby certify that the above information is true and correct
that the cash balance has been determined by actual count and/
or verification of the check book balance; and that invoices
and other pertinent records as required are on file to substantiate
the School Lunch Program transactions.
Respectfully submitted,




To THE School Board AND Citizens OF Francestown:
I respectfully submit my tenth annual report as your Super-
intendent ot Schools.
Staff and Instruction
The Francestown Public School opened this fall with the
following staff. Mr. Neil Howard, Principal and teacher of
grades 5 through 8; Miss Hazel Clement, teacher of grades 1
through 4; Mrs. Martha Colburn, teacher of grades 1 and 2
from 9:00 to 12:00 A. M. Miss Ethelyn G. Edwards, music
teacher and supervisor; Miss Sybil M. Beatham, school nurse;
Dr. Louis Wiederhold, school doctor; Mrs. C. Gladys St. John,
school lunch manager.
Mrs. Colburn, was added to the staff this year as a part-time
teacher to assist Miss Clement with grades 1 through 4, but
working specifically with grades 1 and 2. This has worked out
exceptionally well and all of the good results that were antici-
pated are being and have been accomplished. Mrs. Colburn
devotes her complete time from 9:00 to 12:00 to grades 1 and 2,
concentrating on the fundamentals. This relieves Miss Cle-
ment, so that she can concentrate on the same areas with grade
3 and 4. In the afternoon Miss Clement has all four grades and
confines her efforts largely to the general educational develop-
ment of all four grades. More specifically this consists of work
in Social Studies, Language Arts, Science, Handwork and
Penmanship practice.
The greater part of my report this year will confine itself to a
discussion of the need, and the general educational advantage,
that would be obtained by developing a classroom in a portion
of the basement, and adding a full-time teacher.
There are several factors that influenced the School Board to
seriously consider this move this year. First and foremost is the
extreme difficulty that one experiences in employing and retain-
ing qualified and competent teachers in schools having multiple
grades. The teaching situation is so critical in the elementary
schools of the state and the nation, that a teacher can select the
type of position which he or she desires to hold and in most
cases their interests are in single graded schools. Consequently,
we should look seriously at the possibility of reducing the num-
ber of grades per teacher. Secondly, the educational program
offered in the elementary school today is so comprehensive that
a teacher finds it exceedingly difficult to spread his or her talents
over four grades, during the normal school day. Those pupils
who need more of the teacher's attention than others, invariably
get lost along the way, despite the efforts of the teacher to
prevent this. Thirdly, the enrollment in the first four grades
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will increase to the point that in 1957-58, it is anticipated that
the primary room will have an enrollment of 41 pupils; 1958-59,
42 pupils; 1959-60, 41 pupils; 1960-61, 41 pupils; 1961-62, 41
pupils; 1962-63, 35 pupils and the upper grade room will have
41 pupils. These figures are based on the premise that Frances-
town will continue to take the North Lyndeboro pupils as
tuitions. If the Lyndeboro pupils are excluded, the primary
room will be faced with enrollments of 34 in 1957-58; 37 in
'58-59; 37 in '59-60; and 39 in '60-61, with a possible, but im-
probable drop to 34 in '61-62. Consequently, it would appear
that something will have to be done about providing additional
space, if an effective educational program is to be operative in
grade 1-4, regardless of whether or not the Lyndeboro pupils
are accepted
While physically, our two classrooms can house approximate-
ly 35 pupils, educationally, with four grades to a room, the
number should not exceed 25. Enrollments in the various grades
do not always permit an even distribution of pupils in the rooms.
At no time, in the near future, can we visualize a building en-
rollment of as few as 50 pupils, with or without tuition pupils.
The additional full-time teacher could permit an organiza-
tional set-up of no more than thr^e grades to two teachers and
two grades to one. The enrollment of the individual grades,
plus the competence of the pupils, would dictate the assignment
of grades to a room. Generally speaking, it is advisable to have
the smaller number of pupils to a room in the lower grades,
where the basic skill subjects compose the greatest part of the
educational program. As the pupils attain more mature study
habits and independence, larger numbers can more adequately
be handled in the upper grades.
The foregoing is an attempt to describe the thinking that has
transpired to date. The next questions to be considered might
well be, what will the progr^am outlined above cost? Is it ad-
vantageous for the Francestown School District to embark upon
such a program from a financial point of view? Could we send
our 7th and 8th grade pupils out of town on a tuition basis any
more cheaply?
Cost of Additional Room in Basement
Recent estimates of the work required and the costs involved
in making over the north section of the basement r^oom into an
approved classroom, would consist of an expenditure of approxi-
mately $3750. This figure includes the equipment necessary to
completely outfit the additional space. The Warrant permits
the voters to r-aise this money by two methods. Article 9, pro-
vides an opportunity for the voters to raise it all out of this
year's tax assessment. Article 10, permits the voters to raise it
by issuing serial notes, to be paid off over a period not exceed-
ing 5 years. It should be taken into consideration that if the
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money is amortized over a period of time, the district will be
eligible for a 20% return on the annual principal payment each
year for the duration of the notes, from the State Building Aid
Fund.
Operating and maintenance costs relating to the additional
room would be $265. The voters have been given an oppor-
tunity to act on this under Article 13.
Additional teacher's salary, including the district's share of
the teacher retirement program, is estimated at $2100. This
will be voted on under Article 12.
The total cost of the program outlined above will be $6,115
if all items are voted to come out of the 1957 tax assessment.
An income of $1,295 can be realized from tuition payments,
making the net total $4,820.
If the $3750 is amortized over a period of five years, the
breakdown of the costs would be as follows for 1957-58:
Interest on Note at 3% $112 50
Teacher's Salary, including retirement 2,100 00
Operating costs first year 265 00
$2,477 50
Receipts from Lyndeboro tuitions 1,295 00
Total Net Cost $1,182 50
If the money is borrowed in July 1957, the first principal
payment would come due in July 1958. Thus the reason for not
including it in the figures outlined above. It is assumed that
the principal payment would be $750 per year. One should also
note that the last payment of $500 on the original school build-
ing will be made in September 1958. In succeeding years, the
net cost to the district will be only $250 per year miore than it
has been paying for the past 18 years. Also one should take into
consideration that Francestown would receive $150 per year
from Si ate Building Aid Funds, this aid more than erasing the
cost of the interest. The estimated cost of the additional room
projected over several years is as follows. These costs include
teacher's salary, capital outlay and cost of operation for the







^Principal payment eliminated in July 1962.
These costs have not taken into consideration the fact that the
return from the State Building Aid Fund will reduce the figures
slightly.
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Cost of Tuition Pupils
In the past several years comments have been made that the
tuition pupils from North Lyndeboro should be eliminated
because of the cost to the Francestovvn School District. If we
take a careful look at this situation, do the facts bear out the
statements? In 1955-56, the average per pupil cost, for tuition
purposes in Francestown, was $188.70. Consequently, the
School Board has set the tuition at $185 per pupil.
The following deductions are based upon the School Board's
estimated budget for 1957-58. There are essentially only two
items that are affected by tuition pupils from North Lyndeboro.
These are Books and Other Instructional Aids, which cost the
district 40^ per pupil per month and Scholars' Supplies which
cost the district 67^ per pupil per month. These costs projected
for seven pupils over a fen months period, indicates that the
total cost of educating these seven pupils per year is $74.90. All
other expenses of instruction, transportation, administration
and operation, would be essentially the same whether or not
Francestown accepted these pupils. Therefore the apparent
net profit on these pupils for 1957-58 would be $1,220.10.
Therefore it should not be constiued that the Lyndeboro
tuition pupils are responsible for the desire to have the addi-
tional classroom space.
The program should be viewed as one that would provide an
opportunity for raising the educational level of all pupils in all
grades, because of reduced numbers in each loom, particularly
in the primary and intermediate rooms, and the reduced num-
ber of grades per teacher. Such an organization would make it
easier to obtain replacement teachers, if and when, this becomes
necessary. Such an organization would provide more adequate
supervision at all times because the responsibilities and duties
can be allocated to three teachers rather than two.
Cost of Sending Grades 7 and 8 Out of Town on Tuition
Basis
The cost of sending our 7th and 8th grade pupils to Peter-
borough on a tuition basis would be approximately as follows
:
Transportation Total
1957-58—12 at $231 $2,772 $2,700 $5,472
1958-59—11 at $231 2,541 2,700 5,241
1959-60—14 at $231 3,234 2,700 5,934
1960-61—16 at $231 3,696 2,700 6,396
The above estimates are based upon the premise that the
tuition rate of $231 per pupil will remain the same, which it
probably will not. The past few years has shown an increase of
approximately $5.00 per pupil in grades 1-8. The above esti-
mates on transportation are based upon 50 miles of travel per
day from the Francestown Public School to the Peterborough
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School at an estimated cost of 30^ per mile. This figure might
be reduced some if the high school pupils were combined with
the 7th and 8th grade pupils. No consideration has been given
to the cost of transporting the 7th and 8th grade pupils from
their homes to the Francestown School early enough in the
morning to catch the bus for Peterborough. We could con-
ceivably be duplicating our town routes to provide this service.
Eliminating the 7th and 8th grade pupils from our building
would still leave us with unwieldly room sizes in the first three
grades, inasmuch as the grade assignments for the next three
years would be as follows:
Grade Grade
Year 12 3 Total 4 5 6 Total Bldg.
Total
1957-58 14 8 9 31 10 8 6 24 55
1958-59 11 14 8 33 9 10 8 27 60
1959-60 8 11 14 33 8 9 10 27 60
1960-61 8 8 11 27 14 8 9 31 58
1961-62 8 8 8 24 11 14 8 33 57
A recapitulation of the costs may be compared by a study of
the following tables:








These estimated costs have not taken into consideration any
receipts from Lyndeboro tuitions. These receipts would range
from $1,295 to $1,480.
Building and Grounds
This past year the exterior of the building was painted one
coat, the classroom floors were bleached and sealed, the base-
ment area floor was repainted and an extensive job of rs-grading
the play area was accomplished. To date it appears as though
our playground drainage problem has been solved. However,
the spring rains will be the test as to whether or not we have
adequate drainage on the playground.
For several years we have proposed the installation of a fence
between the lower playground area and the adjacent property.
We still feel that this is desirable. The longer this program is
delayed, the more costly the project becomes. When it was
mentioned in 1954 the cost of the installation was $1.45 per
foot. This fall it was $2.00 per foot. It would seem that serious
consideration should be given to this project at this annual
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district meeting. The area to be fenced requires 197 feet of 4'
chain Hnk fence at an estimated cost of $394.
No major improvements in the plant or the grounds is being
proposed in the budget.
Finance
The School Board's Budget for 1957-58, calls for an appro-
priation of $27,856.29, a decrease of $2,211.37. This decrease is
reflected in tuitions, where despite the fact that tuition costs
have increased, the fact that we anticipate 10 pupils less going
to Peterborough High School than we did last year, affects the
budget materially. Also it will be noted that the cost for capital
outlay has decreased decidedly. The largest single increase is in
teachers' salaries. However, as is indicated above this has more
than been cancelled by decreases in other areas.
The estimated income has increased by $529.32. This is due
largely to the fact that we anticipate a balance of $1,579.32
from the current budget. No effort has been made to include
any tuition income from the Lyndeboro pupils. If the building
program is approved then we can apply an additional income of
$1,295 to the estimated income, making the total estimated
income $2,974.32.
Conclusion
I wish to again express my appreciation to the Francestown
School Board, the Francestown P. T. A. and the citizens of
Francestown for their interest, cooperation and assistance in




REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE
During the School Year I made nineteen visits to the Frances-
town Piibhc School to supervise the health of the school children
and to assist in carrying out the work of the School Health
Program.
The Salk Vaccine Program was carried forward with the
assistance of the State Health Nurse, Mrs. Somes, and in
October the second shots were given to the children who had
received the first injections in Milford during the month of May.
Upon the release of the second group of vaccine arrangements
were made to have a clinic sponsored by the Grange during
which the vaccine was administered to children from one to
fourteen years of age. Sixty-eight children and one pregnant
woman were inoculated. At the present time the date of the
second injection is unknown, but it is hoped that it will be given
in the fall.
By means of the Snellon Chart I screened the vision of all the
children and sent notes to the parents whose children showed a
loss of vision. I used the group audiometer to screen the hearing
of the children in the upper five grades and hope to do more in
this field during the coming year.
I assisted Dr. Wiederhold when he was examining the children
and kept records on each one throughout the year.
Pre-school registration was held on June 5 and eight children
were introduced to the health program and the communicable
disease history taken for use when they enter in the fall.
I made three home visits during the year to arrange for visits
to special clinics.
The children were weighed and measured during the year at
intervals and most showed a satisfactory gain.







Sybil M. Beatham, R. N.
School Nurse
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1956 REPORT OF N. H. STATE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH BUREAU OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING
Salk Vaccina Clinics were held at the school during the past
year. This was given to children from 6 months thru 19 years
of age and Pre-Natals.
Francestown:
SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
In anticipation of presenting our plans for an additional room
as described in the Superintendent's Report, at the annual
school district meeting and realizing that it would have an im-
pact on whatever plans the town may have for expenditures in
providing the services it renders, we invited the Francestown
Advisory Committee to sit in with us on two evenings to discuss
and think through with us the problem at hand.
The fii\st meeting consisted largely of presenting the problem
and looking at pos^sible solutions. The second meeting consisted
primarily of a discussion of the manner in which the problem
could be resolved without affecting immeasurably the financial
structure of the town. At this meeting the Advisory Committee
presented the following recommendation :
"You requested our opinion concerning the Francestown
School, specifically with respect to the pupils from Lyndeboro
and the consequent overcrowding in future years both because
of their presence and also our own projected school population,
which might necessitate increased facilities in this school.
We have carefully considered these matters, not only from
the standpoint of educational facilities, but also in relation to
the future growth of the town and the other facets of town
planning and management.
However, in view of the fact that it appears there is the possi-
bility that at some date in the future Lyndeboro may be in a
position to take care of their own school children, we feel that
you would be well advised to do the following:
1. Negotiate a tuition contract with Lyndeboro to supply
school facilities for their children as projected in your tables, for
at least three and preferably five years, so that the school can
depend on revenue from that source.
2. If you can successfully negotiate such a contract, con-
struct the third room in the basement as outlined by you.
We also recommend that the funds for this room be raised and
appropriated at this next school district meeting, taking full
advantage of whatever state fund can be made available to you.
Any contract should, of course, be based upon the increased
costs resulting from any new construction and additional
operating expenses.
If such a contract cannot be negotiated, we are of divided
opinion as to the desirability of constructing a third room, but
we feel that, in any case, the matter of the third classroom
should be brought before the next school district meeting.
Francestown Advisory Committee
By Ford W. Bowman, Chairman"
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We wish to express our appreciation to Mr. Ford Bowman,
Mr. Donough Prince, Mr. Harry Varnum, Mr. William Lord
and Mr, Paul Bradbury, for their time and effort in assisting us
in developing a reasonable solution to our problem.
Respectfully submitted,
Arnold Bailey
C. Gladys St. John
Shirley Jones
School Board
STATISTICS ENDING JUNE 30, 1956

FRANCESTOWN SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR THE YEAR
1957-1958
School Board's statement of amounts required to support public schools and
meet other statutory obligations of the district for the fiscal year beginning





1. Salaries of District Officers
2. *Supt.'s Salary (local share)
3. Tax for State Wide Supervision
4. Salaries of Other Admn. Personnel
5. Supplies and Expenses
B. Instruction:
6. Teachers' Salaries
7. Textbooks & Other Instr. Aids
8. Scholars' Supplies
10. Other Instructional Expenses
C. Operation of School Plant:
11. Salary of Custodian
12. Fuel or Heat
13. Water, Light & Other Expenses
D. Maintenance of School Plant:
14. Repairs and Replacements 318 17 740 00 290 00
E. Auxiliary Activities:
15. Health Supervision 312 67 330 00 360 00
16. Transportation 2,568 00 2,594 00 2,670 00
17. Tuition 8,687 96 10,880 00 7,640 00
18. Special Fund Activities 80 45 00 45 00
18a. School Milk 419 51
F. Fixed Charges:
19. Teacher Retirement 479 87 517 00 733 47
20. Insurance, Bonds & Expenses 222 09 349 13 423 23
Total Current Expenses $23,039 32 $28,023 91 $26,729 29
G. Capital Outlay:
21. Land and New Buildings 1,500 00 450 00
22. Additions and Improvements 150 00
23. New Equipment 164 23
H. Debt and Interest:
25. Payments on Principal 500 00 500 00 500 00
26. Payments of Interest 61 25 43 75 27 00
$140 00







^ —( 1.- !£ ;C rttcosx t-tcc
c: ^j c^j Lc p: -^
5^ -^ K rt X to
c !£ ct u- ^J L*
R S oxocccc-c
ijj;^ o-5cc55ig
-•a a S£ = = = = <=c





o M £ — 5 o c 5
L-r C-. c 5 c 9 c w
C^^ C C C c c
pa s nffiCQfflKffl;
• cqca
> . . ^ > > > >
r. X s v: X -y; y: X








c I =^ 6
a>c:xo;'a?a:oiCs
c-o 5 i-












o! S ca a!
.C -rt ^ r- C
"S c
E d
aSy O t- IM CTl M
05 t> X lO 00
c
UNCOLLECTED TAXES 1956 LEVY
As of February 13, 1957
Bartholemew, Frederick
Bassett, Wm. Jr., & Doris C. Bal.
Benson, Betty B.
Black, Chas. E. & Charlotte, Bal.
Champagne, Chas. & Myra
Creighton, Walter A.
Dodge, Abbie A.





Foote, Clayton & Ernest
Foote, Geo. B. & Clara
Clark & Cutter
Foote, Lester & Julliana
Forbes, Allen & Helen E.






Hoyt, Robert & Mary E.
Houston, Madeline
Houston, Robert M.
Hutchinson, Harry & Ella
Johns, Marvin & Gertrude
Ludwig, Jos. B. & Irma
Mausolf, Donald & Mamie, Bal.
MacAdams, Wm. C.




Myers, Henry J. & Gladys
Nichols, Wm.
Paige, Clarence E. & Lucille
Paige, Harvey & Vera B.




Rhodes, Garold & Gladys
St. John, Gladys
St. John, Leo
St. John, Robert H.










Buckley, Joel B. & Doris
Property
Chipman, Chas. & Buzzell, Philip
Colburn, Edward M.
Dory, Ray & Marion
Evans, Grace G.
Follansbee, Est. of Addie L.




Prince, John B. & Ethel

















Udall, Roberta M., 1955 poll
Kirsch, Walter, 1954 property
Lafield, Wm. H., 1954, 1952 poll
Higgins, Alice P., 1953 poll
Pitkins, Dorothy, 1953, 1952 property
Roberts, Sumner B., 1953, 1952 yield
Forbes, Wm., 1952 poll
Archibald and Runnells, 1953 yield
Hill, Henry B., 1951 property






















UNREDEEMED TAXES AS OF FEBRUARY 13, 195r















1955 1954 1953 195"^
$407 23 $449 59 $29 28 Bal.
27 55 55 89
67 28 I
ABATEMENTS ALLOWED ON PRIOR YEARS
Lafield, William, residence unknown $4 00 $10 00
Pitkins, Dorothy, deeded $7 70
Roberts, Sumner, unable to collect $201 00
$4 00 $7 70 $201 00 $10 00
Any taxpayer holding a receipt or cancelled check as proof of payment on
any of the listed unpaid tax levies, presenting the same to the Selectm.en
before 15 March 1957 will be credited accordingly.
Charles W. Abbott
Frederick H. Thompson
George E. KuNHARDT, Jr.
Selectmen




As requested by you the Town Advisory Committee has studied and
investigated certain problems confronting the Town and makes the follow-
ing recommendations to be presented at the Town Meeting in 1957.
It is recommended that an article be placed in the warrant to raise the
sum of $1,000 to be put into a capital reserve fund for the purchase of ground
for a new cemetery. It is felt that if the money is available for this purpose
when the opportunity arises to make such a purchase, the Selectmen will
be in a position to take advantage of the situation.
It is also recommended that certain changes be made in the present
zoning ordinance. A new ordinance has been drafted to replace the present
one and it is requested that this be covered in the warrant to be submitted
to the voters of the Town of Francestown.
The question of a town building in which to store the various pieces of
equipment owned by the Town has been discussed and it is felt that a care-
ful study be made, not only of the type building but whether or not a new
building is necessary. It is recommended therefore, that a special committee
be appointed to study this problem. It is further recommended that the
Town raise the sum of $2,000 to be applied to the capital reserve funds for
the purpose of a new building and the sum of $500 for the use of this com-
mittee to determine the needs and the information to present to the Town.
The problem of the roads was discussed and it is the belief of the Com-
mittee that a thorough study be made of each road and the needs of the
residents living on each road. A plan for the improvement of each road
should be made and a schedule submitted as to the time the work should be
done. The cost of doing this work should be determined and a report sub-
mitted to the Town at the Town Meeting in 1958. However, because of
the condition of certain roads it is recommended that the road appropriation
be increased by the sum of $2,000 as suggested by the Selectmen, to correct
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